As outdoor living

oty more and more kitted oul,
many homeowners find
themselves grappling with a
dilemma: shouldd they forao a
cottage and create a retreal righi
outside the back door? For this
busy Toronto ouple — he's o
marketing executive: she works
in rotail sales the decision
was a no-brainer, “We decided
Lhat with the time we'd spond
lighting traffic to get up toa
cottage, and Lhen doing more
wark when we gol Lhere, we'd
b better off just relaxing in our
own backvard,” savs the owner,
an enthusiastic gardener who
did a lot af the work himseld

With a vision of creating o
dream backvard, the couple
enlisted landscape architeol
Adam Gracey to transform their
A5-bv-110-fod corner lol into a
multifunctional summer retreat.
“Whon we hought the house in
2000, the property was surbaced
in dirt with lterallv 300 awlul
two-fool-square patio slones in
the backvard," recalls the owner.
The new tamilv-friendly space.
built in four stages belwoen
2002 and 2007, boasts a pool,
dining area and a play area fo
thesir three kids,

For lips an croating vour own
liesh petaw ay right oulside the

back door. read on..,
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A LUSH FAMILY GARDEN
BRIMS WITH ELEMENTS BOTH
PRACTICAL AND PRETTY.
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Turn a backyard garag

comfartable spot to hang out. Here

Gracey gutted the rundown, two-car

garage and c

rerted it into a pool
house with change area {complete

with clothes dryer)

an entertamment ; side
oar. it was cidd i naw Doard-and-

batten o give it a ight, casual style

that blends with the hou
picturesque look
armchair,
sconce, Rizo
Bath; siding calour,

Cloud White ({CC-40). Benjamin Moor

Add a pretty water feature to cut

down on street nojse and establish

a soothing focal point. Here, a sheer-

descent waterfall made of Owen
Sound flagstone coordinates with

the flagstone on the bar counter and
in the rest of the yard, It's also a fun
element for the kids. "They like 1o
swim behind it and play under it,

says the owner. "And it adds ambience
Je.” A row

¥,

fers

when we're dining outs

of cedars beyand the pool of
extra privacy from the street
Salt water pool, Custom Pools;

lantern, Home5:

nultifunctional

:f'..'ll": that accommodates
everything from maor ning
Lo

coffes tdaor

encertaining, divide the
Space Nuo separane
zones. Here, an arbour
and a couple of low
flagstone steps delineate
the pool and dining
areas, They're softened
b:,.' wisteria and {||-'|'.|_‘|l"||;-:I
roses. To evoke a French
courtyard, brick-style
CONCrete pavers are set

ina herri

ghone pattern
All flagstone and brick,
Beaver Viglley Stone

seat cushions, Restoration
Hardware

Use
small hits of costlier
stone [0 edge more
affordable materials

SEE SOURCE GUIDE
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